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And to all the Friends of Truth and Love 


of every Denomination, | | 9 


THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE, * 


(4s a faithful Outline of his Miniſtry, } 
| IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
BY THEIR 
 AFFECTIONATE FRIEND, 


AND SERVANT IN THE GOSPEL, 


The Hake 


— — — 5 — — 
— 1 — . — 
=> 2 — — 


PREFACE. 


I AM induced to preſent the following Sermon to 
the Public, not merely. through the partiality of 


private friendſhip, but becauſe it contains, in my 
ſober judgment; the fundamental principles, and 


urges the diſtinguiſhing temper, of the Religion of 


Jeſus and becauſe the preſent times loudly call 
vpon all evangelic Miniſters and Profeſſors, at once 


to aſſert ſuch ſound principles, and to cultivate ſuch 
an amiable temper, 


When politics and parties of every deſcription, 
run ſo violently high, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
I feel it my very ſerious duty, to claim the atten- 
tion of my People and my fellow Citizens, to what 
1s infinite more important than any of the little 
competitions and j jarring intereſts of the world the 


pure conciliating ſpirit of Chriſtianity ! And to this 


end, 
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end, I deſire earneſtly to ſolicit their regard, not to 
myſelf or to my party, but to the matter of our 
common faith, the ſum of all real virtue, and the 
mue ground of mutual peace, che word and love 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 


While many therefore render both the Pulpit and 
the Preſs, means of indiſcriminate abuſe, or vehi- 
cles of Error, Infidelity, and moſt unchriſtian Ani- 
moſities; — be it my ſteady ambition to be found 


among © the quiet of the land,” who pray and ſtrive, 


fiſt for the Reformation of our own hearts and lives ; 
and then for the ſpiritual inſtruction, the peace and 
. proſperity of Zion, and our Country. 


Deeply concerned for general order ind . 
neſs, as well as for domeſtic ſecurity and comfort; 
it ſeems to me that Unbelief, Impiety, and Strife, 
are the greateſt foes of Britain, and of Man. The 
favour of the Almighty is connected with Religion 


and Holineſs, When this is loft by any people» 


fleets and armies are impotent protectors. 
If then, amidſt the din of war, of tumult, and 
debate, my feeble voice could be heard, I would 


ſay 
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are brethren: fear God; ſtudy to be quiet; and 
to mind your own buſineſs.” - Or lamenting our 
unhappy differences, and deprecating the afflictive 
conſequences of paſſion and of ſin, I would apply 
to my contending countrymen, the tender expoſtu- 
lation of the Prince of Latin Poets. 8 


« Ne, pueri, ne tanta animis aſſueſcite bella; 
6& Neu patriæ validas in viſcera vertite vires. 


Vinci, En. vi. 8524 


Embrace again, my ſons, be foes no more; 
Nor ſtain your country with her childrens gore.“ 


both to Churchmen and Diſſenters, “ Sirs, ye 


DRY DIN. 
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SERMON, &c. 


PREACHED Nov. 5. 


| Chriſtians and Fellow-Proteſtants, | 


TRE Anniverſary of great and important 
events, eſpecially of anal mercies to our- 
ſelves, or to our country, juſtly demands our 
J obſervance and improvement. It is equally 
{ pious and rational to cheriſh the remembrance 
of providential interpotitions in our favour: 
it tends to make us ſenſible of our privileges, 
and to promote our gratitude to the great 


| Author of every enjoyment. Such are the 


views with which I addreſs you at this time. 


Not to enflame your paſſions by horrid recitals; * 


nor to aggravate your prejudices againſt per- 
ſons and Parties, by indiſcriminate declama- 
N B | | 1 tion; 


121 


tion; but, if poſſible, to excite and confirm 


| your devout regard to the grand intereſts of 
evangelie truth and love. For theſe purpoſes 
I have ſelected the affectionate admonition of 
St. Paul: — 


II. Torur, i. 13. 


7 HOLD FAST THE FORM OF SOUND WORDS, WHICH THOU 


HAST HEARD OF ME, IN FAITH AND LOVE WHICH 1S IN 
_ CHRIST JESUS. 


— 


Tux. tender, yet zealous diſpoſition of the 
great Apoſtle, and his particular concern for 


the comfort and ſucceſs of his young friend 
Timothy, are beautifully diſplayed in both 


his epiſtles to him; and I think with great 
energy in this text. As a Father in the 


Goſpel, he ſolemnly and repeatedly charges 
bis Son to maintain an inviolable attachment 
to the doctrine of Chriſt himſelf, and faith- 
fully to preach and recommend it to. others. 
Thus Neadfa aſineſe and Charity* are the ſub- 

| ſtance 


: * Similar to this is chat other. is jos: exhortation, 
I. Cor. xvi. 13. and 14. Watch ye; ſtand faſt in the 
faith; quit you like men; be ſtrong: let all things be done 
with charity. How abhorrent this from the carcleſs, ſcep- 
tical,' overbearing ſpirit of modern profeſlors ! 
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ſcance of all his exhortations, in oppoſition 


to licentious ſetttiments and conduct, as well 


as to the dark, narrow, and cruel n of 
bigotry and perſecution. 


Tt ſeems, then, eſſential to the character of 
Chriſt's miniſters, not only to experience the 


power of Divine Grace themſelves, but to be 

firm, and yet affectionate, in declaring it to 
the world.* But we are by no means to + 
reſtrict the advice in my text to the miniſters 


and preachers of religion. It ſpeaks loudly to 


all profeſſors of Chriſtianity; and enforces 
ſentiments of the moſt general—yea, of in- 


finite importance. Hold faſt the form . 
found words:” This ſuppoſes, not merely 
that the Goſpel is true and good, but that on 


perſonal and mature conſideration, it has been 


ſo found and embraced: and then it ſtron, Sly 


urges fidelity i in our religious profeſſions and : 
DS engage 


®<« Are all ſuch teachers? wou'd to Heaven all were! 


** venerate the man, whole heart is watm, 


® Whoſe hands are pure, whoſe doctrine and whoſe life 
66 Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 

& That he is honeſt in the ſacred cauſe — 

© The meſſenger of Grace to guilty men!“ 


— 
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Cowran, 
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engagements. And the more powerfully. to 
impreſs this weighty admonition, the Apoſtle 
adds his own authority, and an intimation of 
the only effectuil method, how we may at 
once become happy and uſeful, viz. by main- 


taining what he taught, in faith and love which 


is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


. conformity with the Apoſtle's deſign, 
and in particular reference to the laxity and 
bad temper of the times, I ſhall endeavour to 
examine the ground of this exhortation, —to 


illuſtrate the ſpecial duty recommended, and 


ſhew the proper manner of diſcharging this. 


While I am diſcuſling theſe points, let me 
remind my hearers of the obligation we are 


all laid under, by the favour of Divine Pro- 


vidence, carefully to improve the liberty we 


enjoy, in reading and hearing the word of 


God for ourſelves. May that Spirit which 
firſt indited, now apply to all our hearts, 
« the truth as it is in Jeſus !” 

I. Let us examine the ground or ſubject 
of St. Paul's advice; or conſider what it is 
that Miniſters and Chriſtians a are to maintain, 


VIZ, | 


_ ml <a 8_ AQ 


1 ] 
viz. the form of ſound wordr. * i. e. Either the 


lively impretlion of inſpired truth on their own 


ſouls, or rather the profeſſion and declaration 


of evangelic doctrines, in their public ſervices, 
and intercourſe with the world. 


Here it is plainly implied that God has 
given a revelation of his will; that the diſ- 
courſes of Chriſt and his Apoſtles contain this 
revelation; and that this form, or expreſſion 
of doctrine is ſound; 7. e. true and good; com- 


forting and refreſhing to Bclievers ; and moſt 


uſeful and important to mankind. 


Miniſters of the Goſpel then are not at 
liberty to preach, as truth, their own fancies. 


They are not to invent and impoſe i ingenious 
theories; or ſanction their own imaginations 


with the venerable names of truth and ortho- 
doxy. N either are they allowed to ſupport 


and 
®* Expreſſam forman teneto ſanorum ſermonum, quos I 
me man, cum tide & charitate, quæ eſt in Chriſto Jeſu. 


BE ZA IN Loco. 


4 May I be permitted to recommend here, the truly evan. 
ako {© Diſcourſes of Dr. Stennet,” and the judicious © Eſſay 
on Inſpiration ;” by Mr, Taylor: tracts peculiarly adapted to 
inſtru& and confirm young minds, in the evidences of the 
9 as wall ; as to inculcate i it's amiable ſpirit, 


1 
and enforce the traditions of men, fallible and 
weak as themſelves, as if of equal authority 
with the word of God. Nor ſhould they 
with violence and penalties urge upon our 
judgments and conſeiences, the ereeds of 
councils, or the dogmata of fathers. Neither 
are they allowed to ſubſtitute the ſyſtems of 
_ philoſophers for the word of Chriſt; or to 
preſs the unhallowed politics of the world into 
the ſervice and propagation of the religion of 
Jeſus. 


Such inſtruments of folly and violence have, 

alas ! too frequently been employed, and the 
conſequences have proved them equally im- 
potent and unrighteous! For we mark in 
the hiſtory of all ſeas,} among profeſſed 
Chriſtians, the ſucceſſive influence of error, 


of A and Intolerance, triumphing at 


| | times 
+ t Hanc veniam petimus que damuſque viciſſim,” 
Neſtorius perſecuted Cyril; Cyril perſecuted Neſtorius. The 
venerable Calvin diſhonoured himſelf and truth by his cruel 
treatment of Servetus. And even Cranmer obliged the amiable 
Edward to burn Joan Boucher! So the Independents, fleeing 
Engliſh perſecution themſelves, in America hanged Baptiſts, 
Quakers, and even ſome of their own H for Error? 
Hereſy, and Witchcraft! ! 5 


e Pudet hæc opprobria meminiſſe,” 
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times over the ſimplicity of truth, the rights 
of conſcience, and the bonds of charity, But 
we are not, therefore, to renounce the Goſpel; 
to charge the corruptions of man upon Divine 
Revelation; or to think lightly of any thing 

that God has taught or commanded. By no 
means; for our text, and many other ſcrip- 

| tures, at once aſſure us of the ſoundneſs, the 

ſubſtantial nature, and ſpiritual energy of the 
words of Chriſt and his inſpired. Apoſtles ;z— 
and alſo call upon us to receive and aſſert theſe 
| found words, whole and entire, as the only 
infallible rule of faith, worſhip, and practice: 
the only certain mean of virtue, of order, and 
of happineſs. And to form a clearer appre- 
henſion, of what appears to me as the true 
grounds of Evangelical Religion, I think we 
are to hold faſt the following particulars = 
I. Whatever it has pleaſed God to declare 
= concerning his own infinite nature and per- 
fections, —as one ſelf- exiſtent glorious and 
cternal Being, ſubſiſting and revealed in three 
diſtinct perſons of Father, Son, and Spirit; 

the great cauſe, and ſupport, and end of all 
things in Creation, Providence and Grace; — 
And 


— — — 
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and therefore ſupremely to be adored, truſted, 
and obeyed. —YVide 1 Jobn, ch. v. ver. 7. 


Matt. ch. xxviil ver. 19.“ 


II. We are to admit as ſound Ace all 
that the Scriptures aſſert of the divine character, 
the ſaving offices, and the ſovereign authority, 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : believing him as 
Emanuel, God manifeſt in the fleſh ; imbib- 


ing his inſtructions as the pure words of eter- 


nal Auen; ; CINE in his atonement and 
: | 1 0 


bh 4 ate theſe particular Jafiaines 3 not having 
room here to argue them at length; and 1 refer to a few old 


faſhioned texts under each, becauſe I think them full to my 
| purpoſe, and not at all weakened by modern cavilling, And 


in ſupport of ſuch peculiarly evangelic texts as thoſe quoted 
above, I offer three reaſons, 


1. It ſeems ſingular, that the pallages which mak directly 
aſſert the Deity of Chriſt, the atonement by his blood, and 
juſtification by his righteouſneſe, ſhould be marked above 


all others as interpolations— fal ſe eee grammar 


wrong tranſlations, &c, 


II. I can eaſily conceive, (as 3 ſenſible friend as ſuggeſted) 


hat in tranſcribing a manuſcript, a word or text might in- 


advertently be omitted, but not ſo eaſily inſerted, 


III. Modern rationaliſts, who fo freely give up 1 


fuß iiitute nothing better; but rather induce univerſal ſcep- 


ticiſm, and blot from the Goſpel it's diſtinguiſhing glory—it's 
life giving words —pardon and peace by aſuffering Redeemer. 


7 


1 
righteouſneſs for pardon and acceptance; and 
ſubmitting ourſelves to his ſacred ordinances 
and commands. Vide John i. 14. x. 11. 
Adle iv. 12. Rom. vi. 23. 
3. The abſolute neceſſity of Regeneration, 


by the power of the Holy Spirit, is another 
ſound word of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


This implies, what the Scriptures abundantly 
teach, that all mankind are by nature and 


practice apoſtate, depraved and ſinful; and as 


ſuch that we have neither inclination nor ſpi- 


ritual ability to turn unto God.* So that we 
are ever to remember, Grace to convert and 


ſanctify, is as much the gift of God, as the 


pardon of fin and Juſtification, thro' the pro- 


C pitiation 


»The grand peculiarities of the Goſpel are, in my appre- 
henſion, reconciliation, by the Death; and ſan7ficatiou, by 
the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, Thus it ſupplies the very bleſſings 


which we have loſt by ſin, and on which our preſent and 


future happineſs abſolutely depend. Yet theſe doctrines, 


humbling indeed to human pride, are the very ſtone of 


ſtumbling, and the rock of offence, to multitudes ! But ſtill 
Chriſt crucified is the power of God, and the wiſdom of 
God, to all that believe.—I refer the reader, with great 
pleaſure, for farther confirmation of theſe points, to the beau. 
tiful little Piece of Dr. Evans; and the two ſmall W 
lately publiſhed by the Rev. Mr, De Courcy, 


„ 
pitiation and righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Vide Jer. x. 23. John iii. 3. 
4. Intimately connected with this, is that 
ſound doctrine which inculcates univerſal obe- 
dience to the commands, — to the inſtituted 
ordinances, and to the whole revealed will 
of God in Chriſt. We are commanded and 
obliged to love God ſupremely, — to love each 
other fincerely, and to labour after perfect 
holineſs, Without this we are void of ſpi- 
ritual life, - deſtitute of any good hope, uſe- 
leſs or injurious to the world, and awfully ex- 
poſed to the diſpleaſure of the Lord Almighty! 
Vide Jobn x. 27. Rom. viii. 6. Heb. xii. 14. 
5. It is alſo a ſound doctrine of the New, 
as well as Old Teſtament, that there is a day 
approaching wherein God will finally deter- 
mine the ſtate of all mankind: When all 
that are in the graves ſhall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and ſhall come forth; they 
that have done well, through grace, to the 
reſurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil to the reſurrection of damnation.“ Vide 
a v. 28. and ed 2 Cor. v. 10. and 11. 


6. And 


n 


[ an |} 
6. And laſtly, I am obliged to add, as a 
doctrine of truth and ſoberneſs, that the Scrip- 
ture is to be received, without alteration, ad- 
dition, or diminution, as the word of God- 
which is able through faith to make us wiſe 
unto Salvation. + This bleſſed book we are 


to believe and adopt as our only guide in 
faith, in worſhip, and in conduct. And in 


order to this we are to venerate the ri icht of 


= private judgment; to call no man maſter upon 


earth; to © ſearch the Scriptures,” and prove 
all things in religion by this unerring criterion ; 
and to remember that we are perſonally ac- 
countable for the uſe of theſe privileges. 
Under thefe general remarks, we may brief- 
ly comprehend every thing eſſential to Chriſtian 


Z faith. And I muſt fay, that ſuch ſound words 
= arcin my mind ſo far from being appendages, 


C2 or 


+ Whatever improvements have been made in natural 


| knowledge of late, we do not ſeem to have improved much 
by our philoſophical reſearches, either reſpe&'ing the doctrines, 


or the temper of the Goſpel, Indeed, the idea of improving 
a revealed religion feems to me abſurd and fallacious ; as this 


would directly impeach its divine nature and evidence, 


which muſt neceſſarily be perfect and immutable. On this 


account, as well as for many other reaſons, I am inclined to 
chuſe and loge che good old war. 
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or modern additions to the Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that they conſtitute its very being, and 
are vital to its ſpiritual operation and enjoy- 
ment. Detach theſe great articles from the 
| Goſpel, and what remains?—An impover- 
iſhed ſyſtem, unſuitable to the condition, and 
_ Inadequate to the wants of ſinful man.—Be- 
ſides, it is important to recollect that theſe ſen- 
timents breathe through the writings of the 
wiſeſt Fathers;—theſe were the avowed ſup- 
ports of Martyrs and Confeſſors; — theſe were 
the principles of the Proteſtant Reformation; 
and theſe are ſtill the animating doctrines of 
the moſt ſerious Miniſters, the moſt ſpiritual 
Chriſtians, and the moſt orderly flouriſhing 
churches both at home and abroad. If 
| theſe foundations be ame what can we 
do?“ 


II. 1 1 to inuſtrate the great duty 
recommended by the Apoſtles, viz. Steadineſs 
in profeſſing and maintaining the Chriſtian 

Faith: Hold faſt the form of found words.” 
This evidently implies that the mind is 
previouſly made acquainted with the evi- 
dence, the contents, and the importance of 
"me 7 


1 


the Goſpel. It ſuppoſes that this Goſpel i is 


perfect: not improveable by human wit of 
power; but in every reſpect full and ſufficient: 
and moreover, that it requires nothing but 


plain common ſenſe, under divine influence, 


to enable us to underſtand it. 


It ſeems farther to be intimated 1 in the text, 
that theſe ſound words ſhould be oppoſed in 
the world; and that both the Preachers, and 
the Profeſſors of them, would be tempted to 


corrupt or renounce them. See 2 Tim. iii. 
14. and 15. St, Paul then adviſes, not a 


temporizing ſpirit, —not licentious accommo- 


dations, nor a frigid indifference; but an open, 


manly, ſteadfaſt adherence, and a faithful decla- 


ration of the whole Truth as. it is in Jeſus.” 


“The glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God.“ 


But what is eſſential to Chriſtian ſteadfaſt- 


neſs and perſeverance ?—T anſwer, 


1. A diligent fludy, and heart- felt pt 


ance with the word of God. Let all your 
ſtudies,” ſaid an excellent ſpeaker to candi- 


dates for the miniſtry ;—* let all your ſtudies 
be turned to divinity; and let all your divinity 


be taken from the bible: Nocturne verſate 
manu, 


14 
manu, verſate 3 * prejudiced, foth- 
ful, or cuſtomary profeflion, even of the 
nobleſt truths, will do very little for our own 
comfort, or the benefit of others. That zeal 
which is not according to knowledge, is natu- 
rally fluctuating, deceptious, and ineffectual. 
Like the meteors of the night, its brighteſt. 
gleams ſerve only to diſcover darkneſs, and to 


lure the unthinking to miſtake and danger. 


But a mind deeply verſed in the pure Word of 


God, and firmly attached to it's glorious prin- 
ciples, will remain unſhaken by trial; and 


diffuſe, like an eminence brightened by the 


ſun, rays of light to quicken, direct, and cheer 
all around. 


2. In order to wa” faſt, we muſt per- 
fonally depend upon the ſound words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It is the in-wrought con- 


viction of our neceſſities, and the cordial ap- 


prehenſion of the rich bleſſings provided in 


the Goſpel, which give an intereſt and an im- 


portance to our ſentiments and our profeſſion. 


The. ſoul that would hold faſt, muſt firſt 


embrace, and then rely with ſtrong confidence 
upon divine truth and faithfulneſs. It is the 
feeling 
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felt approbation, that will put life and energy 
of mankind. Separate a Chriſtian, if poſſible, 
from this dependence; — ſeparate a Miniſter 


from this in ward experience of Divine Grace; 


impotence muſt appear! Such perſons, tho 


I tary: it can only point with a lifeleſs finger; 


E another one ſtep in the path to Heaven. 

N * To be conſiſtent and ſteadfaſt in keli⸗ 
ſentiments. The antient Prophets charge 
guilt upon their countrymen, becauſe hone 
were found © valiant for the truth upon 


the earth ;” and therefore, it is added, « they 


faith the Lord.“ Fer. ix. 3. Our bleſſed 


this 


feeling of petſonal concern, and ſincere heart= 


into every avowal of our faith, every act of 
devotion, — every endeavour for the ſalvation 


and what inſipidity - what deadneſs — what 
eminently cultivated as to intellect, and tho” 
favourably ſituate for reſpect and influence, 


reſemble merely the poliſhed labour of a ſta- 


but is not able either to aſcend itſelf, or move 


gion, we ſhould publicly avow and defend our 


proceed from evil to evil, and know not me, 


Redeemer alſo ſolemnly declares , © Who- 
ſoever is aſhamed of me and of my words, in 


ar 
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this ſinful and adulterous generation, of him 
alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed.” Mark 
viii. 38. So that it is plainly the duty of all 
Chriſtians, not only to maintain the form of 
ſound words in their own heart and conduct, 
but openly to profeſs and aſſert them in the 
world. By theſe means we ſhall ſee more and 
more of the natural darkneſs and enmity of 
the human mind reſpecting God ; and of the 
ſuitableneſs and efficacy of the doctrines of 
Grace, to enlighten and ſubdue it. The 
habit of conſidering diſtinct truths, with their 
connection and evidence, wonderfully tends 
to perſonal eſtabliſhment in faith and holi- 
neſs: while free and honeſt communications 
of our views and hopes, will ſerve to detect 
whatever may be delufive,—give encreaſing 
ſtimulus to our enquiries and exertions, and 
preſent freſh proofs of the excellency of 
Divine Revelation. 


4. Above all, we ſhould pay a pradtical 
regard to whatever we know, and believe, 
and avow, as the pure good word of Chriſt. 

This, indeed, is eſſential to our ſincerity, 


and „ to our * and peace. 
dt 
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But there is a A bleſſing enn ed with 
conſcientious obedience to divine truth and 


authority, wherever we perceive them cle rly | 


leading. It breaks the force of natural pre- 
judice and paſſion; — it improves the vigour 
of the mind ;—it reſtrains and conquers the 


influence of corrupt affections; — it opens up 


and cultivates the immediate communion of 
the great © Father of our Spirits; and en- 
gages the direction of unerring wiſdom, as 


well as the ſupports and comforts of omnipo- 


tent grace. Thus our Lord has promiſed, 
Fobn vii. 17. © If any man do his will, he 


ſhall know of the doctrine whether it be of 


God. 


— 


III. I advance now to the main objeR of this 
ſermon :—-viz. to recommend the manner in 
which Miniſters, and all Chriſtians, are to 


maintain the form of ſound words; i. e. in faith 
and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


9 This 


n 10 cannot better Nuftrate this part of my ſubje&, or do 


my readers a greater kindneſs, than by recommending to 


their ſerious peruſal, the incomparable diſcourſe of my highly 


eſteemed friend, Dr. Williams, upon The Influence of . 


Religious Prafice, on our Enquiries after Truth. 
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This may refer either to the mode in \ which 


St. Paul inſtructed Timothy; under the full 


influence of the faith and love of his great 
maſter : or rather, as I underſtand it, to the 
temper and conduct which he recommends to 


Timothy, in his miniſtration and ſupport of 
the Goſpel. Every fervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
then muſt hold faſt his truth in Faith and 
Love:—an admonition equally worthy the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and of the 
excellent caufe in which he was engaged:— 
but alas! how oppoſite to the prevailing diſ. 


poſitions of mankind! and how extremely 
neceſſary to be generally inculcated in theſe 


days of error, and of animoſity ! 
Intolerance and bigotry are of no particular 


party; they are the ſins and diſgrace of all 
parties: and they are equally unfriendly to 


individual religion, to the peace and well-being 
of ſociety, * and to the ! of the Church. 
But 


* Ie ho ſtrange, eſpecially that many only devout and 
humble ſouls, ſhould be chargeable with fuch' malignant and 


_ hurtful imperfeQtions'of temyer; but, as an excellent Preacher 
once ſaid, 4% The. rankeſt weeds are often produced in the 


_ richeſt ſoil:“ and this ſhews the vaſt * vigi- 


lance and Ek. 
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But the 8 and love which my 
text urges, are eſſential to evangelic picty : 
they are the amiable fruits of a divine influ- 
ence; and the ſureſt bonds of perſonal obe- 
dience, and of univerſal order and happineſs. 


Oh! that every private Chriſtian, every Miniſ- 
ter, and every ſeparate Church were thus in- 


fluenced, and thus inclined! Then how far 
ſhould we be removed from the ſpirit of 
calumny, ſuſpicion, and diſſenſion! Then 
how peaceful, how regular, and how ſtrong 
would our profeſſion, our efforts for uſeful- 


neſs, and our mutual union be! Surely ſuch 


a noble end is worthy of our aim; and to attain 


it let us receive the affectionate exhortation of 


the Apoſtle, —** Hold faft in faith and love,” 
1. To ſucceed in this, ſelfiſh prejudice, 


DE party intereſt, and worldly ambition, of pleas 


ſure or of profit, muſt be renounced. Theſe 


are the corruptions which moſt eaſily beſet us. 
Theſe are the canker-worms which creep into 


our hearts, and ſpoil and | wither the faireſt 


productions of knowledge, diligence and zeal, 

Vain and dangerous is the attempt to recon- 

eile fidelity to Chriſt with the faſhion, gaiety, 
D 2 and 


"+ SF | 

and purſuits of the world. Many licentious 
apoſtates, — many de ſolated churches, — many 
_ tritiing and unprofitable miniſters, warn us of 
thoſe quick- ſands; and affectingly teach us to 
deny curſclves, and take up the croſs.” 

2. Ihe honour of Chriſt, in the ſpread 
and power of his word, muſt be the grand 
object of our defire and endeavours. Thus 
directed, we are called to adopt and to aſſert 
* the faith once delivered to the Saints:“ to 
« ftrive together for the faith of the Goſpel;” 
and to pray and labour, that God in all 
things might be glorified, thro' Chriſt Jeſus. 
Such a noble intention of mind will elevate 
all our faculties; it will eclipſe the tranſient 
glories of preſent things; and by purifying 
our hearts from candy defilements, it will 
ſtrengthen and animate us for more acceptable 
ſcrvices, — more ex tenſive ulelulneſs, and more 
ſubſtantial enjoy ments. 


3. Vet having renounced the and; and 

inter ded the honour of the Redeemer, in the 
aſertion of his faith, we are not at liberty to 

employ violent means; or to think the rage of 

mw: ſanctified by the cauſe in which we 
indulge 
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indulge it:—Far otherwiſe, The truth of 


God requires no ſuch wicked aid. The Goſ- 


pel does not demand the impotence of vindic- 
tive folly, or the madneſs of perſecution, to 
promulge and eſtabliſh its empire, The pure 
faith of Jeſus revolts from ever y thing unkind 


and intolerant; and his inſulted ſpirit abandons 
thoſe who uſe the inſtruments of e | 


cruelty, and wron 8. 


© Love, then, pure and adit. 


e love to God, and ſincere Good vi t to 

men ;= the love which is in Chriſt Jeſus ;— 

this is the only weapon of our warfare—the 
only effectual method by which we can be 
made permanently happy and uſeful. And 
how mighty is this bleſſed inſtrument, in the 
hand of the divine Spirit, © to pull down the 
ſtrong holds” of error, ſuperſtition, and fin! 
Mankind naturally revolts from impoſition and 
violence. We have reaſon which loves to be 


informed; and we have hearts that love to 


be addreſſed. So have our neighbours ; and 
every attempt to injure them, 1s at once an 
offence againſt our common nature, and a 
certain mean to provoke their reſentment, as 


well 
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well as to confirm their prejudices and miſ- 


To illuſtrate this melancholy remark, think 
of the Cruſades—thoſe moſt unholy wars :— 
What have the Princes and Generals of Europe 


_ accompliſhed by ſuch blood-ſtained under- 
_ takings? They have rivetted the deluſions of 
_ infidelity, and ſhut up every avenue of convic- 
tion, among the ſenſual vaſſals of Mohom- 


medan tyranny and darknefs.— Think again, 


what have European covetouſneſs and war 
accompliſbed among the favage natives of 


America, the much- injured negro tribes of 2 


Guinea, and the more gentle inhabitants of 
India ? They have transferred the hatred of the 
injured, to the profeſſed religion of their plun- 


derers: and in the mind of a Mexican, a 
Hindoo, or a poor degraded African, Chriſtian 
is only another term for mbumanity, chicane, 


and death. 


But let us turn from ſuch unpleaſant con- 


ſiderations. Does the Religion of Jeſus warrant 


or encourage ſuch outrages? God forbid: — it 


breathes a ſpirit pure, and peaceful, and benign, 
like its Heavenly Founder: —its very deſign 


1s 
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is to baniſh hatred, injuſtice, and cruelty from 

the earth; and to eſtabliſh univerſal good- will, 

and confidence, and happineſs among mankind, 
The language of Inſpiration in the Goſpel 

is, thou (halt love thy neighbour as thyſelf: 

and hold faft the form of found words in faith 
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The ſpirit of love is indeed the ſpirit of power. 


to give a reaſon for our ſentiments, with meek- 
bitterneſs ; to relinquiſh for ever the diſgrace- 


perty, reputation, and comfort, even of an 
enemy to what we deem truth. 


And 


and love. —I ſay, thereſore, this is the only 
appointed way in which we can fucceſsfully 
maintain or impart the knowled ge of Salvation. 


This is the univerſal charm ; the fureſt vehi- 
cles of light and truth. This directly tends to 
impreſs the heart; to melt down it's moſt in- 
veterate prejudices, and expand it's fineſt ener= 
gies. Under the controul of this heaven-born 
principle, we ſhall profeſs our faith and hope 
with humble modeſty ; and always be ready 


neſs and fear. Guided by the love of Chriſt, 
we ſhall learn to diſcountenance all wrath and 


ful aids of perſecution in every form; and to i 
entertain cordial reſpect for the perſon, pro- 
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And if this love dwell in our hearts, inſtead 
of relaxing our zeal, or rendering us cold and 
indifferent in religion, it will ſtimulate us to 
exerciſe every ability, for the fuppreſſion of 
error and licentiouſneſs; and for the advance- 
ment of pure and undefiled Chriſtianity. 
Inſtead of the ebullitions of anger, love will 
ſubſtitute the ſtill ſmall voice of rational argu- 
ment : and inſtead of penalties, impriſonment, 

fire, riot, and murder, it will introduce on all 
occaſions, the far more powerful agency of 
| Patience, of prayer, and of kindneſs !—O God 
of Love! look down on a diſtracted world ; 
pity and pardon the madneſs of thy creatures ; 
heal our breaches ; and bleſs us with the ſpirit 
of union, forbearance, and peace [- 


IMPROVE- 
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IMPROVEMENT. 


1. WE 3 from this fubjec, what are 


the genuine characters of the Goſpel:—viz, 


Truth united with Charity.—Theſe are marks 


of its divine original ; they are ſtanding evi- 
dences of it's worth and importance to finful 
man; and they claim from every one, to 
whom it is addreſſed, ſerious examination, 
ceordial belief, and practical conformity, both of 


ſentiment and depor ment in life: 


& This is the ws of Truth and Love, 
s Sent to the nations from above,” 


 Warrs, 


2. We alfo learn from our ſubject, what | 


is the character of a true Chriſtian ; viz. Szea- 


dingſe and Love, in holding and defending the 
Truth, If our hearts be not thus transformed 
and impreſſed, by the doctrine and image of 
Chriſt, it is plain that we are ſtill in oppoſition 
E to 
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to his ſound words, and to his holy will 
No pretences to right opinions; nor boaſt 
of benevolence without faith, can poſſibly 


avail us. It is the union of ſound ſentiments, 


With love to God and to man, that charac- 
terizes the diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Mark, on this occaſion, the dangerous 
1 deteſtable genius of Popery and Perſecu- 
tion. This is that Spirit of Antichriſt ſo 
often foretold, which has corrupted the pure 
doctrines of the Goſpel; deformed the reli- 
| gion of Jeſus ; and uſurped dominion over the 
Adgment, the conſcience, and the lives of 
Wackind. Inſtead of the form of ſound words, 
inſpired and authoriſed by Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are preſented with a garbled Scripture, in an 
unknown tongue, and even this reſtricted to 
the Clergy. The traditions of Fathers, the 
decrees of Councils, and the Bulls of tyran- 
nizing Prieſts, are obtruded for belief and ob- 
ſervance, inſtead of the ſimple word of Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles. But alas! even theſe impo- 


ſitions are not the worſt features in this mon- 
ſtrous ſyſtem ; for inſtead of recommending 
their tenets by reaſon and love, men have been 
induced 


1 
. 


„ | 
induced to think they ſubſerve the cauſe of 
God, when they betray, plunder, and deſtroy 
each other, to uphold and propagate the 
Church!! 

Are we ſhocked at this deſcription * Does 
the wickedneſs, as well as impotence, of 
pretended infallibility, launching it's thunder- 
bolts againſt imaginary here ics, fill our minds 
with horror? Let us remember all uncharita- 
bleneſs, as well as external violence, towards 
the opponents of our notions or our party, is 
of the ſame pernicious nature, and equally 
3 | hoſtile to the mild and holy ſpirit of Chriſ- 
z tianity. And let us allo remember to diſtin- 
guiſh between men and principles, — rejoicing 
in every melioration of character and ſenti- 
ment ;—and devoutly deſiring that ſpiritual | 
oppreſſion may utterly ceaſe, — the truth as it 
is in Jeſus prevail univerſally, and all mankind 
live and love as becometh brethren, = 


* Py — * 
4 6. „ eee - 2 Teo 3 - - 
- 4 r a 8 TW N pon ws , 
4 2 ©. E l 5 n x $47 . r * Hy fa” 2 A 
- hed SE OE LS Rats 5 41 POL es c TT ERS * Es r « 
WE ISAs .f 8 a FT . * wad, OATS 4 67 ; 
6 Ede LIES TE SO Gn EY 4 N 


4. Let me remind my hearers of our un- 
ſpeakable mercies, in being delivered as a 
nation from popiſh error; in being ſo wonder- 
fully reſcued from the repeated efforts of our 
malicious enemies; and in being permitted to 
A | enjoyed. 


* Mutato nomine de te fabula narratur, Hor, 
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enjoy the word and worſhip of God, not only 
under a free toleration, but under legal pro- 
tection and authori:y. | 


When we review the paſt ages of mental 


deluſion and darkneſs; and when we contem- 
plate the ſcenes of intolerance and bloodſhed 
which have paſſed in our own country; we 
have abundant reaſon to ſay, with the devout 
Pſalmiſt, * The lines are fallen to us in plea- 
ſant places; we have indeed a goodly heritage. 
What ſhall we render unto. God for all his 
benefits to us?” EL 
But it may be uſeful, Ape to my 
young hearers, to revive the ſenſe of thoſe 
peculiar bleſſings, which this anniverſary is 
intended to commemorate; as well as to 
notice ſome other particular events which 
bave contributed to the preſervation of our 
religion, liberties and laws. 

The firſt ſignal appearance of Divine Pro- 
vidence in our favour, aſter the Reformation, 
was the total defeat of what was impiouſly 
ſtiled, 4 The Invincible Spaniſh Armada,” 
in the year 1588; when the avowed deſign 
of our foreign enemies united, was to ſubvert 

un 
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the Britiſh Conſtitution, and to eſtabliſh 


among us civil and religious deſpotiſm. To 


accompliſh theſe cruel purpoſes the greateſt 


preparations were made, and the greateſt 
forces employed :—but GOD BLEw, AND 
THEY WERE SCATTERED :—their fleets 
were deſtroyed; their power was broken; 
and England rejoiced in liberty and Proteſ- 
tantiſm, ſecured and extended ! 


The next event which palpably marks the 


hand of God in favour of this land, was the 

| ö detection of that infernal plot, formed by the 

emiſſaries of tyranny and Rome, to deſtroy with 
gunpowder, as on this day (Nov. 5.) 1605, 


the King, Lords and Commons. But thro' 


the timely interpoſition of Providence, the 


horrid ſcheme was defeated when juſt ripe 


for execution, and the conſpirators devoted to 


infamy, and death. 


Without farther occupying your attention 
on ſuch political themes, (not often treated of 
in this pulpit,) I muſt beg leave to remind 


you of the glorious Revolution, effected by 


the favour of Heaven, under the great and 


a King William, 1688; a period dear to 
the 


1 
4 
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the remembrance of every loyal ſubject. F or 
at that time, Popery aad arbitrary govern- 
ment were coming in like a flood.” But 
it pleaſed God to lift up the ſtandard againſt 
them: and Britons had the happineſs to ſee 
the bible and the ſceptre reſcued from their 
enemies, and entruſted to the guardianſhip. of 
the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. Thus by 
the Bill of Rights, and the ſubſequent pro- 2 
ceedings, that conſtitution of order and free- 
dom was recognized and eſtabliſhed, which, 
. originating in the will, and regarding the 
| happineſs of the people, —yet maintaining the 
ſubordination of rank, and the diſtribution of 
_ legiſlative and executive power, in three eſtates 

of King, Nobles and Commons, —has de- 
ſervedly been the admiration of the world, 
and the boaſt and enjoyment of Engliſhmen, 


5. Obſerve farther from our preſent ſubject 
how venerable and important is the right of 
private judgment! The Scriptures always ad- 
dreſs man as a thinking and moral being; and 
they always teach us, that religion is a per- 
| ſonal concern. But in order to. retain our 

nature, or our faith, we ; muſt enquire and 
deter- 
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determine for ourſelves: and therefore we are 
expreſsly exhorted to ** prove all things, and 
to hold faſt that which is good.. 1 Theſ. v. 21. 
How vain and hurtful any attempt to prevent 


the exerciſe of ſuch a privilege the uſe of 8 
ſuch a talent! And how careful ſhould we all 

be, not to over rate or miſapply our advan- 

tages; but with humility, gratitude, and dili- 


gence, employ every faculty for the Glory of 


God, the welfare of our Country, and the 


Salvation of our own Immortal Souls ! 


6. Permit me to conclude, by addrefling : 
this ſubject to three different claſſes of men. 

To the unbelieving and erroneous, let me ſay, 

itt is not impoſſible for God to reveal his will 
to the world; and if he does, ſuch a revelation 

| muſt be ſufficient, true, and good. This we 

aſſert concerning the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


The evidences, the contents, and the tendency 


of this Goſpel we ſubmit to your examination. 


If it be ſpurious, refute it; not by con- 
temptuous ridicule, or fly inſinuations; but 


by open, manly argument. But if you feel it's 


authenticity, beware how you trifle with it's 


doctrines ; nor dare to impoſe the conceits of 


vain philoſophy, inſtead of ſaving truth. 
5 To 
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To the perſecuting and bigotted I muſt lay, 


the greateſt enemies of Chriſtianity, are it's 


weak, intolerant, and angry profeſſors. Be 
aſſured, that Religion needs neither human 


paſſions nor powers to ſupport it. It flouriſhes 
moſt under the peaceful filent operation of rea- 
| Jon and love. Leave then the cauſe of God 


to his own vindication; and only labour by 
_ Purity and benevolence to adorn it yourſelves. : 


And to the humble devout believer, 1 would 


fay, be not afraid to truſt your everlaſting 
Intereſts in the hands of Jeſus Chriſt. His 


Word, like himſelf, is eternal. Study it care- 


fully; and reſign your hearts and lives to its 


Influence; and be encouraged to hope, that 


the clouds of human error and corruption fhall 


quickly paſs, and the glorious ſun of righte- 


ouſneſs ſhine forth, in one perpetual bliſsful 
day of * and love eI— Amen. 
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